
 

 

APICS Cleveland OCTOBER, 2018 Newsletter 

OCTOBER PDM DETAILS 

“The mission of the Cleveland Chapter is 

to continue to be the premier provider 

of operations management education in 

the greater Cleveland area.” 
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PDM at Embassy Suites—Rockside 
Thursday, October 18th, 2018 
 

 

Conducting Business with the 
Cleveland Metroparks 
 
By:  Charlie Rosol  
 

The presentation will cover background and his-
torical information for the Cleveland Metroparks, 
the overall goals of Purchasing, how to conduct 
business with Cleveland Metroparks and the bid 
process to help bridge the gap with vendors. 
 
An overview of the Metroparks Purchasing De-
partment and its policy and procedures will be 
reviewed along with how to become a registered 
vendor to received open bid notifications.   Infor-
mation and examples will be shared to assist in 
the overall procurement process for the parks, 
zoo and golf courses. 

 

Topic:  Conducting Business - Metroparks 
  

Speaker:  Charlie Rosol 
  
Location: Embassy Suites  (Independence) 
 5800 Rockside Woods Blvd 
 Independence, Ohio 44131 
 216-980-9900 
  
   

Date: Thursday, October 18th, 2018 

Agenda: 5:30—6:15 PM Arrival / Registration 
 6:15—7:00 PM Dinner  
 7:00—8:00 PM Presentation 
 8:00—8:30 PM Discuss / Closing Remarks 
 

Admission: APICS Member $30.00 
 Non-Member $35.00 
 Student Member $10.00 
 Student Non-Member $15.00 
 Add $5 if you pay at the door 
  
 

RSVP: Program deadline for registration is  
 Wednesday, October 17th  2018  
 

Registration Register and pay online by visiting us at 
& Payment: http://www.apicscleveland.org/?q=pdms . You 

may register online  and pay online using 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American  
Express. There will be a $5 up charge if you 
need to pay at the door.  Note—These are  
procedures using secured services. 

 

Points Receive One Certification Maintenance Point 
for each PDM attended. 

http://www.apicscleveland.org/?q=pdms


 

 

President’s Message: 
 

Blockchain Explained 

Why distributed ledgers and cryptocurrencies have the potential to 
disrupt every industry. 

Why It Matters 
Like the internet in its early years, blockchain technology is hard to 
understand and predict, but could become ubiquitous in the ex-
change of digital and physical goods, information, and online plat-
forms.  

How to learn more 
Attend the Blockchain conference in December 1-4, 2018 in 

Cleveland. Details are at: https://www.blocklandcleveland.com.  

What is a blockchain? 
Blockchain is a term widely used to represent an entire new suite of technologies. There is substantial 
confusion around its definition because the technology is early-stage, and can be implemented in 
many ways depending on the objective. “At a high level, blockchain technology allows a network of 
computers to agree at regular intervals on the true state of a distributed ledger,” says MIT Sloan assis-
tant professor Christian Catalini, an expert in blockchain technologies and cryptocurrency. “Such ledg-
ers can contain different types of shared data, such as transaction records, attributes of transactions, 
credentials, or other pieces of information. The ledger is often secured through a clever mix of cryptog-
raphy and game theory, and does not require trusted nodes like traditional networks. This is what al-
lows bitcoin to transfer value across the globe without resorting to traditional intermediaries such as 
banks.” 

On a blockchain, transactions are recorded chronologically, forming an immutable chain, and can be 

more or less private or anonymous depending on how the technology is implemented. The ledger is  
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Oct 18, 2018  PDM   Speaker Bio:  
 
 
Charlie Rosol is the Procurement Manager with Cleveland Metroparks and previously held various 
positions with the Ohio Auditor of State and Ohio Attorney General.   
 
Charlie received his Bachelor of Science, Business Administration degree from Franklin University, 
Columbus, Ohio and is a Certified Public Procurement Officer (CPPO) and Certified Professional Pub-
lic Buyer (CPPB) through Universal Public Procurement Certification Council (UPPCC).   
 
As the Procurement Manager with Cleveland Metroparks, Charlie manages the development of solici-
tations and evaluation bids, and contract administration for various products and with Cleveland Metro-
parks Zoo, concessions, Rangers, Golf Courses and recreational areas.   
 
Charlie has spearheaded multiple technology enhancements to streamline various processes to in-
crease staff efficiency and productivity  

https://www.blocklandcleveland.com


 

 

President’s Message  (continued from page 3) 

 
 

distributed across many participants in the network - it doesn’t exist in one place. Instead, copies exist 
and are simultaneously updated with every fully participating node in the ecosystem. A block could repre-
sent transactions and data of many types - currency, digital rights, intellectual property, identity, or prop-
erty titles, to name a few. 

“The technology is particularly useful when you combine a distributed ledger together with a cryptoto-
ken,” Catalini says. “Suddenly you can bootstrap an entire network that can achieve internet-level con-
sensus about the state and authenticity of a block’s contents in a decentralized way. Every node that 
participates in the network can verify the true state of the ledger and transact on it at a very low cost. 
This is one step away from a distributed marketplace, and will enable new types of digital platforms.” 

How is blockchain related to bitcoin? 
Bitcoin, with a market cap of more than $40 billion, is the largest implementation of blockchain technol-
ogy to date. While a lot of media attention has shifted from bitcoin to blockchain, the two are inter-
twined. 

“When The Economist put blockchain on the cover in 2015, it wasn’t really about its use to support a 
digital currency anymore. It was all about the other applications this technology will unleash within the 
next 5 to 10 years,” Catalini says. “For example, in finance and accounting there is excitement about 
the ability to settle and reconcile global transactions at a lower cost using the technology. In logistics 
the attention is all on how you can use the immutable audit trail generated by a blockchain to improve 
the tracking of goods through the economy. Others are fascinated by the possibility to use this as a 
better identity and authentication system.” 

There are two types of costs blockchain could reduce for you: the cost of verification and the cost of 
networking. So what’s the big deal? In a recent paper, Catalini explains why business leaders should 
be excited about blockchain - it can save them money and could upend how business is conducted. 

Every business and organization engages in many types of transactions every day. Each of those 
transactions requires verification. In many cases, that verification is easy. You know your customers, 
your clients, your colleagues, and your business partners. Having worked with them and their prod-
ucts, data, or information, you have a pretty good idea of their value and trustworthiness. 

“But every so often, there’s a problem, and when a problem arises, we often have to perform some 
sort of audit,” Catalini says. “It could be actual auditors coming into a firm. But in many other cases, 
you’re running some sort of process to make sure the person claiming to have those credentials did 
have those credentials, or the firm selling you the goods did have the certification. When we do that, 
it’s a costly, labor-intensive process for society. The marketplace slows down and you have to incur 
additional costs to match demand and supply. 

“The reason distributed ledgers become so useful in these cases is because if you recorded those at-
tributes you now need to verify securely on a blockchain, you can always go back and refer back to 
them at no cost,” he says. “It’s costless verification. So when you think about why bitcoin works, it’s 
because it can cheaply verify that the funds are actually there. You can transfer value from here to an-
ywhere on the globe at almost zero transaction cost. Sending secure messages that carry value does 
not require a bank or PayPal in the middle anymore.” In short, because the blockchain verifies trust-
worthiness, you don’t have to. The friction of the transaction is reduced, resulting in cost and time sav-
ings. 
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President’s Message  (continued from page 4) 

 

Using a blockchain can also reduce the cost of running a secure network. This will happen over a 
longer timeline, Catalini says, perhaps a decade. The internet has already allowed for a faster, less 
stilted exchange of goods and services. But it still needs intermediaries, however efficient they may 
be — think eBay, Airbnb, and Uber. 

“Those intermediaries are costly and earn rents for processing payments, maintaining a reputation 
system, matching demand and supply,” Catalini says. “This is where blockchain technology, com-
bined with a cryptotoken, allows you to rethink an entire value chain from the ground up. That’s 
where incumbents should be slightly worried, because in the long run the way you may be delivering 
value to your customers and competing against other companies could be fundamentally different.” 

Blockchain technology could mean greater privacy and security for you and your customers.  
Catalini calls it data leakage. When you give a bartender your driver’s license, all that person needs 
to know is your age. But you’re revealing so much more - your address, your height, whether you’re 
an organ donor, etc. The same thing happens in commercial transactions. 

“As your business partner, I need to know that you’re trustworthy and reliable, but for simple transac-
tions I don’t really need to know many other things about you,” Catalini says. “Information disclosure 
is increasingly becoming a cost because of data breaches. We can’t keep our data private and it’s 
becoming increasingly complex to do so within large organizations. So imagine a model where you 
can verify certain attributes are true or false, potentially using a decentralized infrastructure, but you 
don’t have to reveal all these attributes all the time.” 

In a business transaction context, Catalini says, a blockchain could be used to build a reputation 
score for a party, who could then be verified as trustworthy or solvent without having to open its 
books for a full audit. “Reputation scores both for businesses and individuals are today siloed into 
different platforms, and there is very little portability across platforms. Blockchain can improve on 
this,” he says. 

Which industries could blockchain disrupt? 
“All of them,” Catalini says. “The technology is what economists call a general purpose technology, 
and we will see many applications across different area.” 
 
Central banks: Many central banks - including those in Canada, Singapore, and England - are study-
ing and experimenting with blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies. The potential applications 
include lower settlement risk, more efficient taxation, faster cross-border payments, inter-bank pay-
ments, and novel approaches to quantitative easing. Imagine a central bank stimulating the economy 
by delivering digital currency automatically to citizens. Don’t expect big moves from big countries 
soon. The risk is too high, Catalini says. But expect to see smaller, developed countries with a high 
tolerance for technology experimentation lead the way and possibly experiment with a fiat-backed, 
digital currency for some of their needs. 
 

Finance: The busiest area of application so far, blockchain is being used by companies seeking to 
offer low cost, secure, verifiable international payments and settlement. Ripple is one of the leaders 
in this space on the banking side. Meanwhile, companies like Digital Asset and Chain seek to create 
a faster, more efficient financial infrastructure for tracking and exchanging financial assets of any 
type. 
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President’s Message  (continued from page 4) 

 

Money transfer: Startups around the world competed to become the consumer trading application for 
bitcoin. Then PayPal bought Venmo, a payment platform that trades cash. PayPal’s own mobile app al-
lows for peer-to-peer transactions, as well. The bitcoin-based consumer payment industry cooled down. 
But the application of blockchain remains attractive because of the lower costs it could offer parties in 
global, peer-to-peer transactions. Rapid payment company Circle, which advertises itself as “Like a text 
filled with cash,” stopped allowing users to exchange bitcoin last year, but is building a protocol that al-
lows digital wallets to exchange value using a blockchain. 
 
Micropayments: What if, instead of subscribing to a news site online, you paid only for the articles you 
read? As you click through the web, your browser would track the pages and record them for payment. Or 
what if you could get small payments for doing work — completing surveys, working as a freelance copy 
editor - for a variety of clients. By reducing the cost of the transaction and verifying the legitimacy of par-
ties on either end, blockchain could make these micropayments, new types of cross-platform subscrip-
tions, and forms of crowdsourcing possible and practical. A company called Brave is already attempting 
this, with potential ramifications for the digital advertising industry. 
 
Identity and privacy: In October 2013, the arrest of the founder of Silk Road, a deep web marketplace 
where users paid for illegal goods with bitcoin, showed just how anonymous bitcoin really wasn’t. Nor was 
it ever intended to be - bitcoin addresses function much as a pseudonym does for a writer, Catalini says. 
Users can never completely mask their transactions. But others are trying. Zcash promises to be a fully 
private cryptocurrency. There are significant downsides to the anonymity a blockchain could offer, such 
as the ability to fund terrorism or facilitate money laundering. But there are many virtuous applications 
too - Google’s DeepMind is attempting to use blockchain to layer privacy and security in electronic health 
care records. 
 
Smart contracts: This application is still in the early stages, Catalini says, but by recording information on 
a blockchain, contracts could use that information to make themselves self-executing if certain conditions 
are met. This idea backfired last year when code was exploited to steal $60 million from The DAO, a 
blockchain-based venture capital firm. 
 
Provenance and ownership: A blockchain could be used to record details about physical products, help-
ing to verify authenticity and prevent fraud and counterfeiting. London-based EverLedger is tracking dia-
monds and envisions doing the same for fine wines. At the same time, for all these applications, a block-
chain is only as useful as the quality of the information recorded on it in the first place. 
 
Internet of things, robotics, and artificial intelligence: Your appliances are already talking to each other - 
think smart home technologies like Nest thermostats and security systems. What if they could barter or 
acquire resources? What if a highway could verify the identity of and accept payment from a self-driving 
car, opening up a pay-per-use fast lane to commuters in a rush? At the outer edge of application, but not 
outside the realm of possibility, Catalini says. Credit: MIT. 
 
Bob  
Dr. Robert Stoll, CPIM, CLTD, CSCP 
APICS Cleveland Chapter   
president1@apicscleveland.org 
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  APICS Certification Maintenance, Simplified! 

You've asked—we've listened! Certification maintenance will be updated January 4, 2018 with a 

streamlined point structure and new point activities. Now it'll be easier for you to earn the points you 

need to maintain your credential. 

The new point activities include:  

■  Reading relevant books or articles 

■  Participating in relevant project management work for your employer 

■  Participating in the APICS mentorship program 

And to make it even easier, if you've completed activities that fall within the updated point structure, 

and are ready to submit your application now, you can include them in your submission. 

We've added the new activities and their point structure to the maintenance qualifying activities section 

of the website. 

You've worked hard to achieve your APICS certification, with the new streamlined application and 

point structure, you'll be able to earn the points you need, faster and easier. 

Don't forget. Your APICS membership qualifies for six maintenance points per year. 

If you have any questions regarding certification maintenance, please contact Customer Service at 

service@apics.org or call 1-800-444-2742 or +1-773-867-1777. 
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APICS Certification Resources 
APICS is the association for supply chain management  

 

APICS Cleveland Chapter – October, 2018 PDM  

EMBASSY SUITES - ROCKSIDE  
5800 Rockside Woods Blvd 

Independence, OH 44131  
TEL: +1-216-986-9900  

FAX: +1-216-986-9901  

Directions from Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport 
(CLE Airport) 
 

Take I-480 E to I-77 South, Take I-77 South to Exit 155 
(Rockside Road-Independence) and turn left onto Rockside 
Road. Go to 4th traffic light and turn left onto Rockside Woods 
Blvd. Hotel will be on your left 1/4 mile from Rockside Road  



 

 

 

 

PICTURES  FROM  APICS  2018…..from Dennis Okocha 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7 



 

 

 

Breaking APICS News from National…..APICS will be changing it's 
Name and it’s LOGO.  We do not have a lot to report out on at this time 
but will continue to publish updates as we learn.  To learn more please 
go to the  APICS website www.apics.org and read up on the changes. 

 
 
 

 
Partner Message – More Details on the Exciting ASCM Announcement  

 

As a valued partner, we realize there will be questions regarding this announcement. We've compiled a list of 

FAQs to help. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Lahey 
Vice President of Global Channels and Alliances  
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We’re excited to announce the Association for Supply Chain 
Management (ASCM) 

 

For over 60 years, partners like you have been instrumental in providing world-class APICS certifica-

tion, a strong body of knowledge and a community of like-minded individuals. This is just the begin-

ning. Today marks the beginning of an exciting, new opportunity for APICS partners and the supply 

chain community. 

To provide you with further information, we will host a webinar for partners on October 16 about the 

http://mkto-ab230114.com/ijIF0sIaEkf00g000Vj0O07


 

 

 

EDUCATION UPDATE: 
 

Why you should earn an APICS designation 
 

•Increase your salary - on average designees see a 12% increase 

•Improve your hiring potential by 65% 

•Maximize ROI on the systems and technologies 

•Reduce your organization's costs 

•Provide more value to your organization 

•Understand how to increase customer satisfaction 

•Build your credibility and set yourself apart from peers 
 

Thousands of employers worldwide look for an APICS designation when making critical hiring decisions. These com-
panies know that APICS designees have the proven knowledge and skills to strategically streamline operations.  

 

Are you ready to distinguish yourself in supply chain management?  
 
CPIM – Certified Production and Inventory Management  
Production and Inventory Management.  Newly revised curriculum, now only 2 classes and 2 exams to complete the 
certification.    

 
 CSCP – Certified Supply Chain Professional  
Comprehensive end to end supply chain for experienced mid and senior level professionals. 
 

CLTD – Certified in Logistics, Transportation, and Distribution 
Concentration on best practices in the movement of materials for experienced mid and senior level professionals.  
 
  
*see website www.apicscleveland.org for details on course offerings 
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Save The Date….. 
 
 
October PDM, Joint meeting with ISM, Charlie Rosol, Metroparks Purchasing.  October 18th 2018 
 
November PDM, Holiday Inn, Independence, speaker to be determined.  November 21st, 2018 
 
No meeting in December due to Holidays. 
 
January PDM,   January 16th, 2019 
 
February PDM,    February 20th, 2019 

http://www.apicscleveland.org


 

 

 

Pictures From Our Last PDM (September, 2018)  
 

Networking Meeting at Merwin’s Wharf 
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APICS - Chapter Membership & Anniversaries  
October, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!!! 

New Certifications 

Sean   Martin, CPIM 

Michael   Canfield, CPIM 

Steven   Carlson, CSCP 

Robert  G Stoll, CSCP 

 

New Members 

Ishan   Maharishi 

Akash   Agarwal 

Mian   Huang 

Ashley   Chan 

Camden   Van Scoik 

Patricia   Stanley 

Karen   DeMeo 

Yuanlong   ZHANG 

Cedric   Nelson 

Matthew   Boucher 

Vincenzo   Zitiello 

Anniversaries 

25 Years 

Harold  F Wherley, CPIM 

Michael  D Murray, CPIM 

 

30 Years 

John  F Hanley 

 

35 Years 

Jim  R Schertzer, CPIM 

 



 

 

N/A  Past President  

Robert Stoll,CLTD,CPIM,CSCP President Ashland University 

(open) President-Elect  

(open) Secretary  

Daniel Zubricky, CPIM Director of Programs / Events Demag Cranes & Components 

Ed Merker, CPIM Director of Communications Swagelok Company 

Bonney Perney Director of Chapter Marketing IMCD US 

Dennis Okocha, CPIM, CSCP Director of Membership Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics  

Carol Utrup Director of Education Parker Hannifin 

Derek Williams Treasurer IMCD US  

Arlene Polderman - Aulisio Systems & Technology Advisor   

Richard Kopp Director at Large  Demag Cranes & Components 

(open) Director at Large  

Jodi Liechty Employment Services Coordinator  SmithFoods  

Richard Kopp Academic Affairs Advisor Demag Cranes & Components 

Roger Davis Historian Applied Medical Technology 

Jessica Stoll Administrative Assistant Ashland University  

Dan DiFilippo Advisor (Treasurer) Tarkett Inc. 

Oya Tukel Representative Cleveland State University 

Matthew Maloney Representative Case Weatherhead School of Mgmt 

president3@apicscleveland.org 

president2@apicscleveland.org 

president1@apicscleveland.org 

secretary1@apicscleveland.org 

programs1@apicscleveland.org 

communications1@apicscleveland.org 

marketing1@apicscleveland.org 

membership1@apicscleveland.org 

education1@apicscleveland.org 

treasurer1@apicscleveland.org 

technology1@apicscleveland.org 

director1@apicscleveland.org 

director1@apicscleveland.org 

coordinator1@apicscleveland.org 

@apicscleveland.org 

historian1@apicscleveland.org 

admin@apicscleveland.org 

 

 

Matthew.maloney@case.edu 

 

Please contact Ed Merker at communications1@apicscleveland.org  

for article submissions or editorial comments 

 

 

 

Check out our meeting and class schedule at www.apicscleveland.org 

Join us on LinkedIn 

Follow us on Twitter 

Become our Fan on Facebook 

PO Box 31357 

Independence, Ohio 44131 

ATTENTION CORPORATE MAIL ROOM 

If unable to deliver to addressee, please 

forward to Materials Department or HR 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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PERMIT #3444 
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